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Pellagra in the State Hospital for the Insane at Peoria, III. 

By C. H. Lavinder, Passed Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Health and 
Marine-Hospital Service. 

In compliance with bureau instructions I proceeded August 13 to 
Peoria, where I found the following conditions: 

The Peoria State Hospital for the Insane is only one of several 
similar state institutions. It is well located near South Bartonville. 
The institution is comparatively new, having been in existence about 
8 years, and it cares for about 2,200 insane patients. 

The housing, feeding, and care of patients are above criticism. 

Several hours were spent with the superintendent in going over the 
entire institution. The superintendent, Doctor Zeller, became con- 
vinced several days ago that he had pellagra in the hospital. He 
then had a conference with the secretary of the state board of health 
about the matter. The diagnosis of pellagra was made and the 
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service was requested to cooper- 
ate in the investigation of the outbreak. 

There are in the neighborhood of 40 or 50 well-marked cases of 
pellagra in the institution. The type of the disease found here differs 
in some respects from the general type I am familiar with in the 
Southern States, but this is said to be not unusual in pellagra — that 
is, that the disease should vary in different localities. 

The condition is, however, definite and well marked, and admits of 
a positive diagnosis. Inquiry was made as to how much corn or its 
products entered into the general diet, and it was learned that corn is 
used sparingly, perhaps on an average of not more than two or three 
times a week. The quality of the meal and hominy which I saw was 
to all appearances excellent. I am unable to assign any satisfactory 
local cause for the extent of the disease in this hospital. 

Doctor Eagan, secretary of the state board of health, joined me at 
the hospital and together we went over the cases. It seemed advis- 
able to recommend the discontinuance of the use of corn and corn 
products in the diet of the patients. 

There is one phase of the situation in this institution which has 
been common in my experience. Here as elsewhere, when the dis- 
ease was finally recognized the medical staff can recall that the dis- 
ease has been in the institution for many years, and the superin- 
tendent tells me that he now realizes that he has had cases ever 
since the institution was opened 8 years ago. 

This inspection has more than ever confirmed me in a belief often 
expressed, viz, that pellagra is likely to become in this country a 
public-health problem of greater proportions than can at the present 
time be realized. 



Cholera in Rotterdam. 

By R. A. ('. Wollenberg, Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Health and Marine- 
Hospital Service. 

On arriving in Rotterdam in compliance with telegraphic bureau 
orders of August 27, I proceeded immediately to the American con- 
sulate. The consul-general gave me all the information at hand con- 



